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President’s Welcome
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2020 MEETING MINUTES
➢ Lora Lavon Dole, BID Board President opened the meeting shortly after 5pm and offered remarks about the 

accomplishments of the BID in the last year and their response to COVID. She announced her stepping down as 
board president but will continue to serve on the board. Appreciation was expressed for her years of leadership . 

➢ The 2019 Annual Meeting minutes were adopted by acclamation of the members.
➢ The slate of board candidates for 2022 were presented. Each category is presented and voted upon by the online 

poll— Voting on Property Owners, Merchants, and Residents. The slate was elected unanimously. Lora Lavon Dole 
(Property Owner),  Arnold Baker (Property Owner), Jeff Olivares(Property Owner), Victor Martinez & Karen Soto 
Leon (Merchant)  with alternates Kai and Eleanor Pettaway, Kathy Lanoix (Resident) with alternate Daniel Marks 
Cohen were all elected for a two year term.

➢ Stuart Michael presented the FY20 draft Financial Report and FY21 Budget, which was approved by acclamation 
of the members.

➢ Jim Mackin of the Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group presented “Notables of the UWS” supported with 
images of historic figures in Bloomingdale.

➢ Gil Tauber Presented his Building Database of local buildings in the neighborhood. 
➢ Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer addressed the group briefly and praised the ongoing work of the BID 

during the NY PAUSE.
➢ BID Manager Peter Arndtsen presented the 2020 District Manager’s Report, focusing on new takeout+delivery 

guide, continuing sanitation team , and face mask distributions, and applications for the Open Restaurants 
program.

➢ Lora Lavon Dole closed the meeting shortly after 6:15 pm.



BID BOARD MEMBER 
ELECTIONS



Class A: Property Owners
Robin Baez Manhattan Valley Development Corporation

Rhea Vogel 938-940 Amsterdam Ave. (Alt. Jordan B. Vogel 
(COO of 938-940))

Bruce James 200 W 108th

Isabel Cruz Hostelling International 891 Amsterdam

BID BOARD ELECTIONS: TERM 2021-2023



Class A: 
Property Owner

Lora Lavon Dole 
989 Amsterdam Ave.

Arnold Baker II
985 Amsterdam Ave.

Jeff Olivares 
973 Amsterdam Ave

Class B: 
Merchants

Victor Martinez & 
Karen Soto-Leon
The Calaveras NYC
949 Columbus Ave

Alt.: Kai & Eleanor 
Pettaway, Freda’s - 
993 Columbus Avenue

Class C: 
Resident

Kathy Lanoix West 
107th St. Block Assoc. 

Alt.: Dan Cohen, Valley 
Restoration LDC

BID BOARD MEMBERS THROUGH 2022



Author of Notable New Yorkers of Manhattan’s Upper West Side
Member of Bloomingdale Neighborhood History Group

www.weekdaywalks.com

Notables in Bloomingdale History
JIM MACKIN



Manhattan Borough President

GALE BREWER



Financial Report
STUART MICHAEL

ACCOUNTANT



FINANCIAL POSITION SUMMARY



BID BUDGET YEARLY COMPARISON



FY’2021 ACTUAL EXPENSES



COLUMBUS AMSTERDAM BID

District Manager’s Report
PETER ARNDTSEN



STREET TEAM

Pedro LugoCarlos LopezNatalie James

➢ We are grateful for their continued commitment to serving the BID and our 
community during NY Pause

Vanessa TaylorTatyana Shuler
Khaled Sultan
Stacy Wade



Mask Distribution
➢ Mask Received and Distributed to over 100 businesses in the beginning of 

the pandemic
➢ Masks were provided by NYC SBS, DOT, Gale Brewer’s office.
➢ Distribution was made in person, restaurant to restaurant. 



BLOOMINGDALE RESTAURANTS DURING NY PAUSE

➢ bloomingdalerestaurants.nyc
➢ Takeout + Delivery Guide for Bloomingdale 

Restaurants
➢ Facilitate communication with restaurant 

owners



Open Streets
➢ FY’21 came with new opportunities, including Open Streets program
➢ Open Streets: Restaurants on Amsterdam Avenue 96-110st. 
➢ Would not be possible without DOT, MTA, and NYPD 24th precinct



City wide BID campaigns: 
➢ Early 2021 many bids and the bid association started citywide campaigns 

to increase visibility and impacts



City wide BID campaigns: 
Small Business Wonder Women
 
Women Owned Restaurants:
➢ Awash
➢ Miss Mamie's Spoonbread
➢ Make My Cake
➢ C&S Hardware
➢ Skill Mill
➢ Mugi’s
➢ Freda’s
➢ Bob’s your uncle
➢ Ellington
➢ Silver Moon
➢ Cafe du soleil

➢ Raenu Thai
➢ She She Pizza
➢ Park West Deli
➢ SLN Cleaner
➢ Angel Eyes
➢ Dazzling Discoveries
➢ Grimandi Art Gallery 
➢ Change of a Dress
➢ Suma Sushi
➢ Gertrude



PROGRAM STAFF

Michael Gonzalez

Asha Richardson

Caroline Knapp

Sophie Levy

Noga Shlapobersky

Joyce Shin



BID PARTNERS

Valley 
Restoration 
Local 
Development 
Corporation



NEW YORK CITY ENVIRONMENTAL FUND AWARD
We were awarded  $76,000, in partnership with Manhattan Valley 
Development Corporation for Tree planting and maintenance.

1. Stormwater and sewage runoff 
2. Air quality
3. Improve quality of life
4. Community Stewardship

Valley 
Restoration 
Local 
Development 
Corporation

PARTNERS:BENEFITS:



TREE STEWARD VOLUNTEERS



BLOOMINGDALE NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY GROUP

➢ Online Webinars
➢ New online videos
➢ Quarterly Newsletter



Looking Forward
➢ New Website
➢ Increased social media presence
➢ 3 year grant to develop orderly transition of the leadership/sustainable 

future for the BID, Working with the board 
➢ Programs for Open Streets : Boulevards/ concerts 



Looking Forward:Open Streets Boulevards
➢ FY’21 came with new opportunities, including Open Streets program
➢ Open Streets: Restaurants on Amsterdam Avenue 96-110st. 
➢ July 10: Co-hosted concert with Open Culture Works on Columbus Blvd

○ Five acts, ranging from dance to music to performance art
○ High turnout, diverse age groups



Looking Forward: Arts
➢ Planned DOT-sponsored sculpture on 97th St. btwn Columbus & Amsterdam Ave 

○ Samantha Holmes — Mundillo (Little World), 2020



Looking Forward: Arts
➢ Local artist Beatrice Coron’s work will be featured on the Fence of new 

WSFHHS building at 108th St.
Coron’s work at the MOMA



CENSUS 2020 and Ranked Choice Voting
➢ newyorkcounts2020.org
➢ 2020census.gov
➢ Rank Choice Voting information 

with Columbia

https://newyorkcounts2020.org/


Looking Forward: Compost Program
➢ NYC Compost program is back this year, please register or request for 

program to come to your building.
➢ Sign up for curbside composting through link 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-w
aste-page/overview-residents-organics



Looking Forward: Pedestrian Islands
➢ DOT is adding more Pedestrian Islands on the Avenue 
➢ Safer crosswalks for elderly and disabled 
➢ More trees to reduce noise and pollution from trucks



FOLLOW US!
➢ Facebook: Columbus Amsterdam BID

➢ Twitter: @Col_AmBID

➢ Instagram: @columbusamsterdambid

➢ columbusamsterdambid.org

➢ bloomingdalerestaurants.nyc



THANKS TO TODAY’S SPEAKERS

➢ Jim Mackin
➢ Stuart Michael
➢ MBP Gale Brewer



SPECIAL THANKS TO
Today’s speakers:

➢ Stuart Michael
➢ Jim Mackin
➢ MBP Gale Brewer

Exiting Board Members for their service
➢ George Finn

BID Board President, Robin Pace

BID Board members

Program Interns and Street Team
Community, Volunteers and 
Supporters



Thank you for coming!

We look forward to 
another year.


